
SENATE JOURNAL. 

FIRST DAY. 

SE:"'iATE CHAllBER, l 
AusTIN, TEXAS, .January n, 1883. f 

In accordance with law, the Senate of the Eighteenth 
Legislature met in the Senate Chamber of the Capitol, in 
die oity of Austin, at 12 o'olook m. to-day (January D, 
1883), and was oalled to order by Hon. L .• J. Storey, Lieu
ieoant-Governor of the State. 

Prayer by Rev. R. K. Smoot, of Austin, chaplain of the 
last Senate. 

The roll l?eing called, the following Senators answered to 
their names: 

First Distriot-S. B. Cooper. 
Second District-F. L. ,Johnston. 
Fourth District-J. A. Peacock. 
Fifth District-E. A. King. 
Sixth District-J. C. Buchanan. 
Seventh District-J. Y. Gooch. 
Eighth District-;'\!. Y. Randolph. 
Ninth District-J. W. J onrni. 
Tenth District-AHa E. Stratton. 
Eleventh District-S. C. Patton. 
Twelfth District-A. ChesleJ-
Thirteenth District-J. P. Fowler. 
Fourteenth District-J. S. Perrv. 
Fifteenth DiHtrict-L. J. Farra;. 
Sixteenth lhitrict-Barnett GibbH. 
Seventeenth District-John J ohnwr1. 
Eighteenth District.-W. 0. Davis. 
Ninteenth District-A. L. Matlock. 
Twentieth Di8trict-~w. R. Shannon. 
Twenty-second DiHtrict-J. A. :'.Hartin. 
Twenty-third District-A. ,J. Harrii;. 
Twenty-fonrth District-A. W. Terrell. 
Twenty-fifth District-George r'fenffer. 
Twenty-Hixth District-Rud. Klebnrg. 
Twcnty-neventh DiHtrict-N. G. Collins. 
Tweuty-eighth District-A. \V. Houston. 
Twenty-ninth Di~trict-.J. R. Fleming. 
Thirtieth District--J. II. Traylor. 
Thirty-first District-'IV. A. Evans. 
The Lieutenant-Governor then called for the credentials 

of the members present, which were placed in the hands of 
the Secretary of the Senate. 

The Lie11ter1ant-Governor then proceeded to administer 
the oath of office to the membera present, after which he 
declared the Senate ready for business. 

The Lieutenant-Governor then delivered the following 
address: 

Gentlemen vf the &nate:-Upon your assembling at the Capital of 
~he .State to enter upon the discharge of the high and responsible 
ut1~s imposed upon you by the people of Texas, I take great pleas

ure 11;1 congratulating you upon the very favorable and •atisfactory 
Condition in which we find the public affairs of the country. 

You come as the chosen representatives of a prosperous and 

happy people, blei;sed with an abundant crop, peace and plenty, and 
an era of prosperity unparalleled in the history of the State. 

It wm be a pleasant duty for you to add, by the enactment of 
wholesome laws, to the progress and material development of this 
the grandest commonwealth on the American continent. 

l\luch credit is due our predecessors for the advancement already 
made. From a ruined credit, a bankrupt treasury, an almost over
whelming debt, oppressive taxation and a tyrannical government, we 
have, within the last ten years, restored good government, relieved 
the people from oppressive lmrthens, reduced the-debt, and raised the 
credit of the State, until within the scope of its demands it is equal 
to that of any government on earth. And yet we find in the light of 
experience much remains to be done to attain that grandeur and 
magnificence to which we, as a people, have a right to aspire. 

·we have a territory truly vast in extent, upon which the God of 
nature bas showered his richest blessings. 

Our laws are comparatively good and reasonably well enforced. 
Our society is good, our educational facilities increasing, and, we 
trust, with proper legislation, will soon approach efficiency. 

I don't claim the right to, nor would I assume, as an official occu
pying the humble position I do, to suggest a policy to the Legisla
ture of Tcxa8, but I may be pardoned, at least by you, if I express 
the hope that the tienate will proceed at once, with a determined 
effort, tu secure needed changes in both the organic and statutory 
laws of t l.ul State, such, for instance, as 1t.n amendment to the judici
ary article of the Constitution. which time and experience have 
demonstrated is absolutely necessary for the good of this people. 

A.lso, the repeal of all laws upon the statute books authorizing the 
sale of the school, University and asylum lands of the State, and 
that provisions be made to lease out these lands so as to secure the 
greatest possible good to the fund to which thcl severally belong. 
·whatever dou!Jt there may be in the minds o some as to your 
authority under the present Constitution to provide for the leasing 
of the public school and University lands, instead of their sale a.s 
now provided by law, there can be no such doubt as to your au
thority under the Constitution to take every acre of the a..~ylum 
lands from the market. 

If this is done, and au amendment to the Constitution is submitted 
to a vote of the people authorizing the levy and collt'ction of a 
special school tux separate from the general revenues, our free school 
system may De perfected, and at the same time the burthens of tax 
ation for revenue purposes be reduced to the actual neceBsitiea of 
the State government. 

With such a change in our Coustitutiun ancl laws, and with the 
l'niverslty of Texas-the chief cap-stone of the only free school 
Bvstem worth preserving-properly endowed, as it should be done 
by this Legislature, our school sy,tem will be an honor to the State 
and the pride of her people, and in the near future become the most 
efficient of any to be found in the U nie>n. 

An earnest desire on the part of previous Legislatures to secure the 
largest possible appropriation out of the general revenues for the 
benetit of public free schools has prevented a reduction of the taxes 
to the actual necessities of the State government, and in this effort to 
secure one dollar for school purposes under our present Constitu
tion, three dollars has been required to lay idle in the Treasury; 
and thus the large eash balance, about which so much has been said 
and written, has in a great measure been created. And while an un
necessarily large cash balance may never be desirable in a State 
Treasury, ours will yet prove a great blessing to the people of Texas 
if properly expended under laws which should be enacted by this 
Legioluture. 

There are doubtless many demands to be made upon thisca•h bal
ance, whicll if granted, would redound to the good of Texas. But 
it seems to me that no one intereot de"erves a greater share than the 
demands of humanity loudly calling from every county in the State 
for an enlar$'ement of the Lunatic Asylum &.nd a change in the 
Jaw.5 governing that institution, ay well as an extension in its design 



PAGE 3 MISSING FROM ORIGINAL 



4 SENATE JOURNAL. JANUARY 9, 1883. 

and ohjects. To-day there are not less than 1700 unfortunate insane 
people in the State, while but 364 are confined in the Asylum, hun
dreds of others are confined in county jails, while not a few are 
penned up like wild beasts in dens prepared for them, where 
through many long years their sad and necessarily neglected condi
tion bas bet>n a disgrace to our civilization and a horror to the com
munity in which they are confined. Humanity demands that this 
unfortunate class of our people be cared for, protected, and fur
nisbed homes at the expense of the State, if necessary, for life, or 
until restored, in an asylum where there is some hope for a restora
tion to health. As far back as A. D. 1873, the Legislature of Texas 
demanded such a change in the laws of the State, but a veto by the 
Governor then defeatec\ the measure. The cash balance in our 
treasury answers the principal objection tht>n urged by the Execu
tive of the State to the passage of that bill. Is not this an oppor
tune time for the Legislature to respond to tlrn demands of human
ity, and to wipe out the disgrace so long resting upon the State by 
reason of our failure in the past to make ample provision for the 
care and protection of this helpless class of our people? We are 
able to respond to the demands of the times and should not falter in 
the discharge of our duty. · 

As the natural result of laws now upon our statute books, private 
enterprise is pushing forward the car of progress in every direction, 
and ten thousand emigration nge11ts working in the interest nf · 
many millions of invrsted capital are bringing to our shores a 
mighty tide of emigration from every quarter of the globe, to in
crease our civilization, magnify our wealth, energize our hopes, and 
develop our natural resources. 

Shall the State be less energetic and progressive? Rather let her 
keep pace with this pro!.!ressive age, and hesitate not to make even 
radical changes in ber laws wllen necessary to secure to the citizens 
the fullest protection demander! by his condition in life, be it what 
it may. Trusting that you will, with the aid of the co-ordinate 
branches of the government, be able to secure to the country all 
needful reforms, I now declare the Senate in session and ready to 
proceed to business. 

The following reRolution was then offered by Senator 
J obnson of Collin: 

Resolved, First, That the Senate do. now proceed to elect the fol
lowing officers: Secretrtry, First A.ssistant ~ecretary, Second Assis
tant Secretary, Calendar Clerk, En~rossing Clerk, Enrolling Clerk, 
Seri;ent·at·arrns, Doork .. eper, ChapW!n, and President pro tem. 

Resolved, Second, That the Presitlent appoint a special commit
tee to report, as soon as practicable, what other employees are nec
essary, and the rate of compensation they should be allowed. 

Adopted. 
The Senate then proceeded to organize by the election of 

the following officers, Senatore Houston, Pfeuffer and Ter
rell being appointed by the President as tellers. 

Nominations being announced in order by the President, 
Senator Johnston of Shelby put in nomination for Secre
tary \Villiam Neal Ramey, of Shelby county. 

On tbe first ballot Mr. Ramey received 28 votes, and was 
declared by the President duly elected Secretary of the 
Senate. · 

Senator Traylor then placed in nomination for First Assist. 
ant Secretary of the Senate C. M. Boynton, of Hamilton, 
and Senator Gibbs nominated G. A. F. Parker, of Dallas, 
for the same position. 

On the first ballot C. l\L Boynton received 18 votes, 
G. A. F. Parker 10 votes, and W. M. Hunter 1 vote. 

C. M. Boynton was declared by the President duly 
elected First Assistant Secretary of the Senate. 

Senator Fowler placed in nomination W. M. Hunter, for 
Second Assistant Secretary of the Senate. · 

On the first ballot W. M. Hunter received 26 votes, and 
3 votes were cast for Nat Q. Henderson. 

W. M. Hunter was declared duly elected Second Assist
ant Secretary of the Senate. 

Senator Pfeuffer nominated for Calendar Clerk Randolph 
J,awrence, of Comal county. 

Senator Chesley placed in nomination John Davidson, of 
Travis county, and Senator Cooper nominated J. R Kirby, 
of Tyler county. 

On the first ballot ::\'Ir. Kirby received 15 votes, Mr. 
Lawrence 9, and )il. Davidson 5. 

Mr. Kirby was declared duly elected Ca\endar Clerk of 
the Senate. 

Senator Fowler nominated Captain Ferg Kyle, of Kyle 
Hays county, for Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate. • 

Senator Harris placed in nomination J. Crawford Rob
erts, of Bell county. 

On the first ballot, Captain Kyle received 23 votes, and 
Mr. Roberts 6. 

Captain Kyle was declared duly elected Sergeant-at
Arms of the Senate. 

Senator Shannon placed in nomination A. )f. Belvin, of 
Parker county, for Engrossing Clerk. 

Senator Randolph nominated '\Vill L. :McDonald, of 
Williamson county. 

On the first ballot, Mr. Belvin received 21 vote!!) and 
Mr. McDonald, 8. 

Mr. Belvin was declared duly elected Engros:!ing Clerk 
of the Senate. 

Senator Buchanan placed in nomination, for Enrolling 
Clerk, J. E. Kaufman, of Galveston. 

On the first ballot, Mr. Kaufman received 29 votes, and 
was declared duly elected Enrolling Clerk of the Senate. 

Senator Shannon placed in nomination Col. .Bill Fitz
hugh, of Collin county, for Doorkeeper of the Senate. 

On the first ballot, Col. Fitzhugh receind 2!) votes, and 
was declared duly elected Doorkeeper of the Senate. 

Senator Patton nominated Rev. Dr. R. K. t:lmoot, of 
Austin, Chaplain of the Senate. 

Senator Davis nominated Rev. John N. Lovejoy, of 
Denton county. 

On the first ballot, Dr. Smoot rccciverl 24 Yott\ and 
Rev. Mr. Lovejoy 5. 

Dr. Smoot was· declared duly electe1l Chaplain of the 
Senate. 

Senator Gooch placed in nomination for Pre~i<lent pro 
tern. Senator A. \V. Houston, oi Bexar. 

On the first ballot, Senator Houston received 28 votes, 
and was declared duly elected President pro tem. of the 
Senate. 

The President appointed the following named Senators, 
under the resolution offered by Senator J ohuson of Collin, 
and adopted by the Senate: Senators Johnson of Collin, 
Gooch, Buchanan and Traylor. 

Senator Shannon offered the following resolution: 
Resol1!ed, That the Senate now proceeded to the election of Assis

tant Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Adopted. 
Senator Patton placed in nomination '\Valter P. Fisher; 

of Galveston, for Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Senator Harris nominated A. A. Burck, of Milam county. 
Senator Matlock nominated \V. A. Squires, of Clay 

county. 
On the first ballot, votes were cast as follows: 
For Fisher, lG; for Burck, 8; for Squires; 11. 
No candidate having received a majority of the votes 

cast, there was no election, and another ballot was ordered. 
The' second ballot was had with the following result·:, 
For Fisher, IO; Burck, 7; Squires, 12. 
No candidate having received a majority of the votes 

cast, there was no election, and another ballot was ordered, 
with the folowing results: 

Third ballot.-For Fisher,!:!; Burck, 9; Squires, 11. 
No candidate having received a majority, there was no. 

election. 
Another ballot was ordered. which resulted as follows: 
Fourth ballot.-For Fisher; 7; Burck, 9; Squires, 13. 
No one of the candidates having received a majority, an

other ballot was ordered, with the following result: 
Fifth ballot-For Fisher, 7; Burck, 9; Squires, 13. 
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No one of the candidates having received a majority of 
the votes, :uiother ballot was ordered. 

Senator Patton withdrew the name of Walter P. Fisher. 
Sixth ballot.-For Burck, 15; Squires, 15. 
No one having received a majority, another ballot was 

ordered with the following result. 
Seventh ballot-For Burck, 15; for Squires, 13. 

. ~fr. Burck having received a majority of the votes cast, 
was declare<l duly elected Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms of 
the Senate. 

The officers elected then came forward and were sworn 
into their respective offices. 

Senato\' Cooper offered the following resolution: 
Re~olved, That the Senate be controlled and governed by the rules 

adoptcrl by the Senate of the Seventeenth Legislature, until other
wirn ordered. . · 

Adopted. 
Senator Shannon offered the following resolution: 
Re.-olved, That a committee of three Senators be appointed to 

inform thu House of Representatives that the Senate had completed 
its organization and is now ready to proceed to business. 

St•11ator Gooch offered the following substitute, which 
was accPptt·tl by Senator Shannon: 

He.~olveri, Tlrnt the President apnoint two committees, of three 
Sr11ators each. one to inform the Governor and the other to inform 
the House of Hepresentatives that the Senate is organized and ready 
to pr .. cee<l to busine:!R. 

A<loptetl. 
The Pre~i<lent appointed Senators Shannon, Gooch and 

J ohnHon of Collin, as a committee to notify the House of 
Representatives that the Senate is organized and ready for 
husine8fl. 

Also, Senators Terrell, Gibbs and Patton as a. committee 
to wait upon the Governor and inform him that the Senate 
is organized and ready to receive any communication from 
his Excellency. 

Senator Patton offered the following resolution: 
Rewlved, Thflt the Senators proceed to-morrow morniag, just 

after the morning call, to cast Jots for seats in the Senate cbamber, 
11rnl that they draw for seats as they are now situated and numbered. 

Adopted. 
On rnotior, of Senator Shannon, the Senate adjourned 

till 1 O o'clock a. m. to-morrow. 

SECOND DAY. 

SENATE CHAMBER, t 
AusTIN, TEXAS, January 10, 1883. f 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Lieutenant-Governor Storey in the chair. 
Roll called and quorum present. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
On motion of Senator Houston, the reading of the jour

nals of yestenlay was dispensed with. 
Senator Kleberg offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That tbe Senate proceed at once to elect its own post

master. 
On motion of Senator Gooch, the resolution of Senator 

Kleberg was postponed temporarily. 
Senators Pope and Gctzendaner, who were absent yes

terday, 11t the organiz11tion, were sworn in and took their 
seats. 

On motion of Senator Shannon, Senators Pope and Getz
endaner were ex,·use<l for absence yesterday. 

On motion of Senator Pattuu, the Senators proceeded to 
draw tor seat~, in acconlanee with the resolution of ves-
terday. -

Senator Gooch moved thn t the names of all the Senators 
be placed in a hat, and the Senators retire:, and that each 

Senator, as his name is drawn, shall come in and select his 
seat. 

Senator Pfeuffer moved to substitute by placing the names 
of the Senators in one hat and the numbers in another. 
Adopted, and motion as substituted adopted. 

The drawing for seats then took place, and the Senators 
drew seats for the session accordingly, 

Senator J ohm;on of Collin submitted the following re
port: 

Hon, L. J. Storey, Pr88ident of the Senate : 

COMMITTEE RooMS, l 
AUSTIN, January 10, 1883. f 

Your special committee, appointed to ascertain what Senate em
ployees are necessary in addition to those already elected, and to 
recommend the compensation which they should be allowed, have 
cr;nsidered the subject, and unanimously ins~ruct me to report the 
following resolution: • 

Re8olved, That the President of the Senate shall appoint a post
master, four porters and three pages; and the Chairmen of Judiciary 
Committee No. l, of ,JudiciaryCommittce No. 2, and of the Finance 
Committee, shall ea.;h have the power to appoint a committee clerk. 
That the porters and pages be allowed two dollars per day each, 
and that the others named be allowed the same compensation as the 
Senators. 

It is believed that in the earlier part of the session no other em
ployees than those named will be required, and if exigencies shall 
hereafter arise requiring others, they can be provided for at that 
time. · ' 

The committee clerks. when not engaged by the committees for 
which they are appointed, may be required to sPrVe other commit
tees which may need them. 

JOHNSON of Collin, Chairman. 
Report adopted. . 
The resolution of Senator Kleburg was taken up.' 
Senator Gibbs moved to table the resolution. I .. ost. 
The resolution was lost by the following vote: 

Buchanan, 
Collins, 
Davis, 
Evans, 
Houston, 

YEAS-14. 
Jones, 
King, 
Kleberg, 
Martin, 
Patton, 

NAYB-15. 

Pfeuffer, 
Pope, 
Stratton, 
Terrell. 

Chesley, Gibbs, Matlock, 
Farrar, Gooch, Peacock, 
Fleming, Harris, Perry, 
Fowler, Johnston, Randolph, 
Getzendaner, Johnson, Traylor. 
Senator Matlock offered the following resolutiou: 
Be it resolT:ed by the Le,qislatuJ'e of the State of Texa•, That the Sec

retary of State bA requested to furnish for the use of each member 
of the Senate, a copy of the Hevised Statute~ of the State and of 
the acts of the general and culled sessions of the Sixteenth and Sev
enteenth Legislatures, and that the Sergeant at-Arms of the ::lenate 
procure the same. 

Adopted. . 
The following appointments were made by the Presi

dent:· 
For Postmaster-Walter A. Ledbetter. 
For Pages-'Willie Elliott, "Willie Berryman, Tommie 

Masterson. 
For Porters-Thornton Alexander, Milton Wallace, 

Caftain Jackson, Henderson Rollins. 
Senator Gooch offered the following resolution: 
Ruol'Oed, That the Senators shall now be divided by lot into two 

classes. That there shall be fifteen of the first class, whose terms 
shall expire int ~·o years, and sixteen of the second class, whose 
terms shall expire in four years That the division by lot shall be 
made as follows: Thirty-one slips of paper shall be placed in one 
box, on fifteen of which shall be written "two years" and on six
teen of which shall be written "four yeiirs "; and thirty-one slips of 
paper shall be placed in another box, on each of which shall be 
written the name of a Senator. The Secretary shall draw a name 
from one box, and at the same time the Fi1'Et Assistant Seerdary 
shall draw a slip specifying the term from the other box; anci t!Je 
name and term so drawn shall be read and recorded, and the 
classes or terms 8hall be thereby determined and fixed 

Adopted. 


